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T
he National Heroes Council 
is a Government entity 
that identifies and honours 

individuals who have made significant 
contributions to the nation. 
The heroes are celebrated for their 
selfless service, courage, positive 
impact on the society and inspiring 
and motivating Kenyans. 
By honouring the heroes, the Council 
promotes values such as courage, 
integrity and selfless service, which 
are essential for building a strong 
and resilient nation. The heroes are 
normally honoured on Mashujaa Day, 
October 20, every year. This year will 
not be any different. The Heroes 

Council will be honouring over 140 
persons for changing lives in their 
communities. (See the attached list).
So how were the heroes identified? 
A member of the public, an 
organisation, a group of persons or 
an institution nominates suitable 
person(s) to be recommended for 
declaration as heroes. 
Upon receipt of the nomination, the 
Council evaluates the nomination in 
accordance with a criteria provided 
for in the First Schedule of the Kenya 
Heroes Act, No. 5 of 2014. 
The names of proposed persons are 
published in the newspaper for the 
public to provide their feedback and 

representations.  
The names of persons confirmed as 
qualified to be declared as heroes, 
are forwarded to the President for 
declaration in the Kenya Gazette as 
being national heroes.
The heroes are celebrated during 
Mashujaa Day, which was originally 
known as Kenyatta Day and was 
initially used to honour liberation 
struggle heroes. 
In this edition of InfoBytes, we tell 
you the work of the Heroes Council, 
what it takes to be identified as a hero 
and the vital role of the entire process 
in Kenya’s development and progress.

DISCLAIMER: The infomation contained in this publication is for basic guidance.
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Who is a hero?

Categories of heroes

National Heroes 
Council 1
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A hero is a person who has made various 
contributions and undertaken exemplary 

acts to change lives for the benefit of the society 
where they live. 

Further, a hero is a person who has sacrificed, 
served selflessly, sometimes risked their lives 
for the benefit of the communities that they live 
in and their actions may have been recognised 
globally. Heroes demonstrate values such 
as courage, integrity, resilience, innovation, 
discipline, persistence, perseverance and an 
unwavering sense of nationalism.

Heroes are identified, selected and 
declared from 14 categories highlighted 

in the Kenya Heroes Act of 2014. These 
categories are:

a)	 Liberation struggle
b)	 Spiritual leadership
c)	 Indigenous knowledge
d)	 Cultural values and practices
e)	 Arts
f)	 Sports
g)	 Scholarship 
h)	 Professionalism
i)	 Research
j)	 Peace-making
k)	 Statesmanship
l)	 Entrepreneurship and industry
m)	 Philanthropy
n)	 Human rights

The National Heroes Council is a State 
Corporation established under the State 
Corporations Act Cap 446 and the Kenya Heroes 
Act No. 5 of 2014. The Council identifies, selects 
and honours national heroes. 

o)	 National cohesion and integration 
p)	 Environmental conservation

The categories of heroes have evolved from 
just honouring people involved in liberation 
struggle to those making contributions from 
various backgrounds and fields, reflecting the 
multifaceted nature of our society and different 
facets of life.    
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Criteria for 
evaluating heroes

How are heroes identified?

5
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a)	 Gender
b)	 County representation
c)	 Persons living with disability
d)	 Age including children
e)	 Impact of work at community level, county, 

nationwide and internationally.
f)	 Adherence to Article 10 of the Kenyan 

Constitution as well as demonstration of 
values, which include integrity, patriotism, 
knowledge, innovation, creativity, persistence, 
courage and resilience.

A member of the public, an organisation, a group of persons or an institution can nominate 
suitable person(s) to be recommended for declaration as heroes. On receipt of the nomination, 

the Council evaluates the nomination in accordance with a criteria provided for in the First Schedule 
of the Kenya Heroes Act, No. 5 of 2014. 

The names of all proposed persons are then published in at least two newspapers of national circulation 
for the public to provide their feedback and representations.  The representations are considered 
and a final list of names of persons confirmed as qualified to be declared as heroes is forwarded to 
the President for declaration in the Kenya Gazette as one being a national hero.
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Other steps in the identification 
of heroes

What happens to 
those declared as 
heroes?

6
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a)	 Evaluation of submitted evidence of the work that a hero has undertaken.
b)	 Conducting research online and physically to confirm the authenticity of information presented.
c)	 Public consultation is also undertaken whereby the public is invited to give their views on identified 

heroes 

i.	 The President honours them on 
Mashujaa Day celebrated on October 
20 each year.  

ii.	 They are awarded commendation 
certificates and medals. 

iii.	 Symbolic tombs, monuments and 
statues may be built in their honour. 

iv.	 They may have books published that 
depict their respective roles in the 
Country’s history or social life.

v.	 They may be accorded financial 
assistance from the National 
Heroes Fund where their economic 
circumstances warrant such.

Why are the heroes 
honoured on Mashujaa Day?8

The day is celebrated to honour Kenya’s national heroes. Originally, this day was commemorated as 

Kenyatta Day and was celebrated in honour of the founding President Jomo Kenyatta and other liberation 

struggle freedom fighters. Following the promulgation of the Constitution in 2010, Kenyatta Day was 

renamed Mashujaa Day to honour heroes from different backgrounds and fields for the role they play 

in the development of the nation and the world. 
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Are there 
any age 

restrictions during 
identification of a 
national hero? 

What heroes 
do after they 

are honoured 

National 
Heroes Fund 

Can one be stripped off national 
heroes honour?
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There is no age restriction. Children who have 
undertaken heroic acts can also be declared as 
national heroes. 

They continue their acts of heroism and also 

inspire others to undertake similar acts. They 

engage in initiatives that link their legacies to 

modern challenges.

This was established by the Kenya Heroes Act 
No.5 of 2014 and is used for the benefit of 
national heroes who are in need of financial 
assistance and their dependents. The Fund is 
awaiting development of regulations necessary 
to operationalise it.

The Council may withdraw an honour with 

all its privileges, caution or censure a person 

who engages in misconduct, which includes 

but is not limited to conviction by a court of 

law for an offence and sentence to a term of 

imprisonment or any violation of Chapter Six of 

the Constitution. 
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Challenges in 
its efforts to 
honour heroes

Engagement 
with young 
people 

Impact of 
honouring 
heroes

Need for diversity to ensure a range of 
contributions from different communities are 
recognised, persons living with disability, gender 
and age. The Council strives to identify heroes 
whose voices have been underrepresented. 
Additionally, there is limited funding and 
resources for outreach and educational 
initiatives.

The Council engages with young people through 

online media platforms. Additionally, the Council 

is collaborating with educational institutions to 

develop curricula that accurately reflects the 

contributions of national heroes

Heroes are an embodiment of the country’s 

culture and heritage. Their positive actions leave 

a legacy for others to emulate thus contributing 

to national unity, patriotism and cohesiveness.
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The Council works with counties to hon-

our heroes. For example, it recently visited 

Marsabit County in honour of 14 heroes 

who died in a plane crash while on a peace-

keeping mission. 

In Elgeyo Marakwet, the Council honoured 

marathoner Kelvin Kiptum for breaking the 

record. He is the only athlete in history to 

run a marathon in under two hours and one 

minute. 

The Council also visited Nandi County to 

honour Koitalel Arap Samoei, who was a 

freedom fighter. The Council seeks to work 

with the Council of Governors to develop 

an MoU of how to honour heroes through 

construction of monuments and having roads 

and other installations named after heroes. 

The Council engaged the public through 

participation in outreach programmes and 

events, exhibitions, events, and social media 

campaigns to create awareness of national 

heroes.

Partnerships and collaborations16


